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ROBERT ROLL — CORONIAL INQUIRY 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [2.01 pm]: I rise to advise the house that the 
coronial inquiry hearing relating to the circumstances surrounding the discovery of Mr Robert Roll in July 2011 
commenced yesterday, and is scheduled to run for two days. Mr Roll, who lived at Unit 38, 601 Wellington 
Street, Perth, was found deceased by two Department of Housing officers on 7 July 2011. It is alleged Mr Roll 
had been deceased for approximately two years. This case is a timely reminder for all of us that we should take 
responsibility for our fellow citizens. It is a reminder to all of us to take a few minutes to say hello to our 
neighbour, to knock on the door of an elderly friend, or to share a cup of tea with a person known to be lonely. 

In the case of Mr Roll, it is very sad that no-one in the community, including the various agencies that worked 
with and supported Mr Roll, checked regularly on his welfare. As a result of this incident, the former Minister 
for Housing instigated an independent investigation into the actions of the Department of Housing. Thirty 
recommendations were made, and the department has made great progress in implementing almost all of those 
recommendations. However, it is important to remind the house that the Department of Housing is the state’s 
biggest landlord; it manages 40 000 homes. We cannot and should not look over the shoulder of all our tenants. 
We care about our tenants, but we have to balance their right to privacy with a wish by some that we intrude into 
their lives for their own good. Is it right that we treat tenants in public housing differently from tenants in private 
rentals? My belief is that we must be very careful and not make knee-jerk decisions based on one very sad story. 
Having said this, I will be taking careful note of the coroner’s recommendations. Again, I urge members to take 
that extra few minutes to check on a neighbour, especially if they are elderly—and even more so if they have few 
visitors. 
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